The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
continue the war just so long as it furthered their national ambition to become the chief power in the Balkans. For this the Bulgarian Army was fighting. It had not, it is true, yet completely recovered from the effects of the two Balkan wars. No military action was to be expected from Bulgaria in any other allied theatre of war.
When Turkey joined Germany in 1914, Bulgaria had, as the price of her neutrality, demanded Turkish territory on the right bank of the Maritza and a belt ten kilometres wide on the left bank, from Adrianople to the sea. In return for her entry into the war against Serbia, she laid claim to Serbian territory, and, in the event of Rumania joining in, she demanded the whole of the so-called Bulgarian Dobrudja, which had been ceded to Rumania by the Peace of Bucharest in 1913. Agreements made in the autumn of 1915 regarding the co-operation of German and Austro-Hungarian troops only applied to the Serbian campaign, and no longer held good. The territory conquered in that campaign had been placed under the jurisdiction of Austria-Hungary and Bulgaria. The dividing line was, approximately, the river Morava from its confluence to Pristina-Prizrend, and then the course of the river Drina.
The Headquarters Staff of the German nth Army on the Macedonian Front controlled the sector on both sides of the river Vardar. Here was the bulk of the German troops, though we had detachments on other parts of the front. The Line-of Communications-Inspectorate was at Nish. We had not kept for ourselves one line-of-communication area in Serbian territory. Only the railways were under our administration. We may thus have avoided political difficulties, but the German troops had to suffer considerable inconvenience as a result of our moderation. Incorporated in the Bulgarian Army as they were, they did not meet with that assistance which they had a right to expect so far away from home and which, indeed, the Bulgarians had expressly pledged themselves to render in many matters. The German soldier, with his keener insight, fought on the Macedonian Front just as devotedly as he had done on the Western and Eastern Fronts. He knew that even, in the